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APPLICATION PROCESS

Step 1: Submit an University Online Application via Cal

State Apply (https://www2.calstate.edu/apply) and

pay the required fee. A SDSU RED ID Number will then

be assigned, which allows online application status

tracking.

Step 2: Send official transcripts to Graduate

Admissions (https://admissions.sdsu.edu/graduate),

where you can also find additional details about the

application process.

•Official transcripts (in sealed envelopes) issued within

the last year from all colleges and universities attended

must be sent to: Enrollment Services , Graduate

Admissions Document Processing Unit, SDSU, San

Diego, CA 92182-7416.

International documents: If you have completed coursework

outside the USA, you must have your school send us one

official original-language record of all academic coursework

and proof of degree. For further information regarding this,

please visit the Requirements by Country page

(https://admissions.sdsu.edu/graduate).

Step 3: Complete a Sociology Department MA program 

application via Interfolio https://apply.interfolio.com/     91425.
•Statement of Purpose: Include your area(s) of interest

and any faculty member(s) with whom you would like to

study or work (word limit = 750).

•Writing Sample or Personal Statement: We prefer an

academic paper, including a brief description of its

purpose or context. If this is not available, submit a 3-5

page personal statement.

•Three Letters of Recommendation: At least two of your

letters must be from professors or others who can

speak to your academic ability.

•Unofficial Transcripts: Please provide transcripts from all

colleges and universities you have attended (photocopies are

acceptable.)

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply
https://admissions.sdsu.edu/graduate
https://admissions.sdsu.edu/graduate
https://apply.interfolio.com/77751
https://apply.interfolio.com/91425


                       OUR PROGRAM
“IMPROVING HUMAN WELL-BEING BY INVESTIGATING SOCIAL INEQUALITIES”

The Department of Sociology at SDSU offers a Master of Arts degree in Sociology. Students

who have earned a MA in our program have gone on to pursue a Ph.D. in Sociology or other

academic discipline and/or to teach, organize or do research for a community-based,

governmental, labor or other organization. Our two-year program requires 10 courses, which

provide students with a strong foundation in both theory and methods, and offers rotating

seminars in fields such as health, immigration, globalization and inequality, criminology, race

and gender/sexualities, education, media and culture, and demography.

Students in our program are often given the opportunity to develop their teaching and

research skills while being paid as a teaching or research assistant. In their second year, many

work as teaching assistant, leading their own smaller break-out sections. Students may also

have the opportunity to work directly with a professor on a research project that is externally

funded or to take a community-based research practicum course which allows students to

participate as a member of a research team.

Many of our students have published policy reports or academic articles with our professors

and often present their own or co-authored research at local and national conferences such

as the annual meetings of the California Sociological Association (CSA), Pacific Sociological

Association (PSA) or American Sociological Association (ASA).

The culmination of the program is either a thesis (for which the student conducts primary

research in his or her area of interest) OR a comprehensive exam (in which the student

demonstrates mastery of a particular field in sociology). Our professors are dedicated to

offering guidance and support to students throughout this process, and their areas of

expertise include social inequalities, international migration, crime and deviance, law and

justice, gender and family, health, education, labor relations, social movements, globalization,

and popular culture. Also, taking advantage of our geographical location, several faculty

members work on international trans-border and trans-cultural research projects.

P R O G R A M  F A L L  2 0 2 1  D E A D L I N E S  *  

 

          S U B M I T  C A L  S T A T E  A P P L Y  A P P L I C A T I O N  –  M A R C H  2                      

* P R I O R I T Y  R E G I S T R A T I O N  I S  O C T O B E R  1  -  D E C E M B E R  4          

S U B M I T  D O C U M E N T S  T O  G R A D U A T E  A D M I S S I O N S  –  A P R I L  1  C O M P L E T E

P R O G R A M  A P P L I C A T I O N  –  A P R I L  1

 

L I S T  O F  P R O F E S S O R S  &  A R E A S  O F  I N T E R E S T

 

 A U D R E Y  N .  B E C K ,  A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R  &  U N D E R G R A D U A T E  A D V I S O R ,  P H . D . ,  D U K E

U N I V E R S I T Y  ( H E A L T H ,  S T R A T I F I C A T I O N ,  F A M I L Y ,  E D U C A T I O N ,  D E M O G R A P H Y ,

I M M I G R A T I O N ,  R E S E A R C H  M E T H O D S ,  S T A T I S T I C S )

 

T I M O T H Y  C .  B R O W N ,  A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R  &  G R A D U A T E  A D V I S O R ,  P H . D . ,  L S U

( C R I M E  A N D  D E V I A N C E ,  G A N G S ,  C O M M U N I T I E S  A N D  C R I M E ,  C R I M I N O L O G I C A L  T H E O R Y )

 

J U N G  M I N  C H O I ,  P R O F E S S O R ,  P H . D . ,  Y O R K  U N I V E R S I T Y ,  T O R O N T O  ( C R I T I C A L  R A C E

T H E O R Y ,  C R I T I C A L  P E D A G O G Y ,  S O C I A L  P H I L O S O P H Y ,  N A R R A T I V E  H E A L T H )

 

J I L L  E S B E N S H A D E ,  P R O F E S S O R ,  P H . D . ,  U C ,  B E R K E L E Y  ( E T H N I C  S T U D I E S ,  M I N O R I T Y

G R O U P S ,  I M M I G R A T I O N ,  G L O B A L  E C O N O M Y ,  L A B O R / A P P A R E L  I N D U S T R Y ,  G E N D E R )

 

J O S E P H  G I B B O N S ,  A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R ,  P H . D . ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  A T  A L B A N Y ,  S U N Y

( U R B A N  S O C I O L O G Y ,  R A C E  A N D  E T H N I C I T Y ,  U R B A N  O R G A N I Z A T I O N ,  H E A L T H

D I S P A R I T I E S ,  M I X E D  M E T H O D S ,  S P A T I A L  A N A L Y S I S )

 

H A N K  J O H N S T O N ,  P R O F E S S O R ,  P H . D . ,  U C S D ,  ( S O C I A L  M O V E M E N T S  A N D  C O N T E N T I O U S

P O L I T I C S ,  E T H N O - N A T I O N A L I S T  M O V E M E N T S ,  M O B I L I Z A T I O N  P R O C E S S E S )

 

M I N J E O N G  K I M ,  A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R  &  D E P A R T M E N T  C H A I R ,  P H . D . ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  A T

A L B A N Y ,  S U N Y  ( G E N D E R ,  F A M I L Y  A N D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  M I G R A T I O N ,  A S I A N  A M E R I C A N

S T U D I E S  A N D  T H E  M E D I A )

 

R U T H  X .  L I U ,  P R O F E S S O R ,  P H . D . ,  T E X A S  A & M  U N I V E R S I T Y  ( D E V I A N C E  A N D  C R I M E ,  A T -

R I S K  Y O U T H ,  S O C I A L  P S Y C H O L O G Y ,  Q U A N T I T A T I V E  M E T H O D S )  

 

E N R I C O  M A R C E L L I ,  A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R ,  P H . D .  U S C  ( M I G R A T I O N ,  H E A L T H ,

Q U A N T I T A T I V E  R E S E A R C H  M E T H O D S  &  D E M O G R A P H Y )  

 

M I C H A E L  M C C A L L ,  A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R ,  P H . D . ,  W A S H I N G T O N  U N I V E R I T Y ,  S T .  L O U I S

( C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  L A W ,  G R O U P  D E C I S I O N  M A K I N G ,  P O L I C I N G )

N O R M A  O J E D A ,  P R O F E S S O R  E M E R I T A ,  P H . D . ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E X A S  A T  A U S T I N

( D E M O G R A P H Y ,  F A M I L Y ,  R E P R O D U C T I V E  H E A L T H ,  G E N D E R ,  U . S . - M E X I C O  B O R D E R

S T U D I E S )

E R I K A  R O B B ,  L A R K I N S ,  A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R ,  D I R E C T O R  J .  K E I T H  B E H N E R  A N D

C A T H E R I N E  M .  S T I E F E L  P R O G R A M  O N  B R A Z I L ,  P H . D . ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W I S C O N S I N

( V I O L E N C E  A N D  I N E Q U A L I T Y  I N  U R B A N  S E T T I N G S ,  B R A Z I L )

M I C H A E L  J .  R O B E R T S  ,  A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R  A N D  A D V I S O R  F O R  A L P H A  K A P P A

D E L T A ,  P H . D .  C I U N Y ,  G R A D U A T E  C E N T E R  ( S O C I A L  T H E O R Y ,  L A B O R  S T U D I E S ,  P O P U L A R

C U L T U R E ,  C R I T I C A L  T H E O R Y ,  S O C I A L  M O V E M E N T S ,  S O C I O L O G Y  O F  M U S I C )

N O R A H  S H U L T Z ,  P R O F E S S O R ,  P H . D . ,  B R Y N  M A W R  C O L L E G E  ( H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N

C U R R I C U L U M ,  I N C L U S I O N  A N D  D I V E R S I T Y  I N  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N ,  P O S T H U M A N I S M ,

F A M I L Y  C A R E G I V I N G  &  H E A L T H Y  A G I N G  G E R O N T O L O G Y ,  V O L U N T E E R I S M )

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply
https://admissions.sdsu.edu/contact/graduate
https://grad.sdsu.edu/prospective_students/program_applications



